BUY RENEWABLES RIGHT
THE GLOBAL SHIFT TO CLEAN ENERGY MUST HAPPEN FAST TO
AVOID THE MOST CATASTROPHIC EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE.
RENEWABLE ENERGY BUYERS CAN PLAY A LEADING ROLE IN
DRIVING A CLEAN AND GREEN FUTURE—ONE THAT MEETS GOALS
FOR CLIMATE, NATURE AND COMMUNITIES.

The Buildout Challenge
The world must increase renewable energy generation more than nine-fold to meet climate goals.2
Utility-scale onshore wind and solar energy, which are expected to make up the vast majority of new
investments in power generation capacity,3 require large areas for development.4 In the United States,
for example, achieving deep decarbonization by 2050 will require an area potentially as large as
Arizona.5 In building out renewables to meet the climate challenge, we threaten to exacerbate the global
biodiversity crisis through widespread impacts to wildlife habitat, and land-use conflicts over these
impacts could slow the clean energy transition.

The Nature Conservancy and the National Audubon Society are teaming
up in the drive for a clean and green buildout of renewable energy.

A Clean and Green Future
The good news is the world has an abundance of areas with high renewable energy development
potential that are also low impact for nature. These lands are more than enough—by many
multiples—to meet the world’s renewable energy needs.6 We do not need to trade impacts to
wildlife and natural lands for renewable energy development. By taking steps today for a clean
and green buildout, the world can meet goals for climate, nature, and communities in ways that
are faster, cheaper, and better. We believe the buildout must:
GO SMART TO GO FAST. Avoiding environmental and social conflicts over
renewable projects through proactive planning could speed the buildout. A study of
solar projects that compared high biodiversity sites to low biodiversity sites found
permitting was three times faster (13 vs. 35 months) and project costs were 7-14%
lower when projects were sited in areas of low biodiversity.7 Likewise, projections for
U.S. wind deployment show that if concerns over wind siting related to wildlife,
public engagement, and other factors are not addressed, costs could increase and
wind capacity could decrease 14% by 2030 and 28% by 2050.8
AVOID CARBON STORAGE LOSS. Over 27 million acres of natural lands could be
lost to the renewable energy buildout under business-as-usual projections, releasing
almost 1.5 GtCO2 storage due to the clearing of forests and vegetation—an amount
equal to 8.6% of the overall Paris Agreement emission reduction goals.9
PROTECT NATURE. Globally, about one-third of the areas with high potential for
solar and wind energy are also areas with high biodiversity values.10 Renewable
energy development could impact over 7.7 million acres of “Key Biodiversity Areas”11
and the ranges of 1,574 threatened and endangered species.12
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Get Involved
Buy Renewables Right is an initiative of The Nature Conservancy and National Audubon
Society, leaders at the intersection of conserving birds, wildlife, lands and waters, and
advancing the clean energy buildout to meet climate goals. The science is clear that in
order to avoid the worst impacts of global warming, we must reach net zero emissions by
2050. Global temperature rise threatens two-thirds of North American birds with
increasing risk of extinction and makes clear the urgent need to conserve resilient and
connected landscapes as “climate corridors” for wildlife. These concerns also translate to
people, especially frontline communities that have historically shouldered the burden of
climate change.
To address these challenges to nature and people, we encourage companies to join us—
with the power of the Conservancy’s 50 state chapters and Audubon’s 500 regional,
state, and local offices nationwide—in the drive to Buy Renewables Right. Corporate
renewable energy buyers are shaping renewable energy markets and demonstrating
leadership on the global stage through their ambitious renewable energy and sustainability
commitments. They will play a pivotal leadership role in how the clean energy transition
hits the ground.
We aim to work with a small group of corporate leaders to co-develop renewable energy
buying solutions—principles and procurement guidance—for a renewable buildout that
meets goals for climate, nature, and communities. By engaging with the Conservancy and
Audubon on Buy Renewables Right, in collaboration with renewable energy buying
associations and other stakeholders, corporate leaders can help forge a clean and green
future for generations of people and wildlife.
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